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LETTEE OF WILLIAM PENN TO JOHN ATJBKEY. 

[We are indebted to the Hon. Samuel W. Pennypacker for a copy 
of this letter of William Penn to John Aubrey, which is addressed 
" For my esteem'd Frd John Auberry at Gresham Colledge."] 

Esteemed friend 

I value my selfe much upon y* good opinion of those 
Ingeneous Gentlemen I know of y* Royall Society, and their 
kind wishes for me and my poor Provinces : all I can say is 
that I & It are votarys to y e prosperity of their harmless and 
usefull inquierys. It is even one step to Heaven to returne 
to nature and Though I Love that proportion should be ob- 
served in all things, yett a naturall Knowledge, or y" Science 
of things from sence and a carefull observation and argu- 
mentation thereon, reinstates men, and gives them some 
possession of themselves againe; a thing they have long 
wanted by an ill Tradition, too closely followed and y* 
foolish Credulity so Incident to men. I am a Greshamist 
throughout; I Love Inquiry, not for inquiry's sake, but 
care not to trust my share in either world to other mens 
Judm", at Least without having a finger in y 6 Pye for my- 
self; yet I Love That Inquiry should be modest and peace- 
able ; virtues, that have strong charms upon y e wiser and 
honester part of y 8 mistaken world. Pray give them my sin- 
ceer respects, and in my behalfe sollicite y" continuation of 
their friendship to my undertaking. We are y e wonder of our 
neighbours as in our coming and numbers, so to ourselves 
in o r health, subsistance and success ; all goes well, blessed 
be God, and provision we shall have to spare, considerably, 
in a year or Two, unless very great quantitys of People 
croud upon us. The Aire, heat and Cold Resemble y" 
heart of France ; y 8 soyle good, y" springs many & delight- 
full, y" fruits roots corne and flesh as good as I have com- 



Letter of William, Penn to John Aubrey. 461 

monly eaten in Europe, I may say of most of them better. 
Strawberrys ripe in y e woods in Aprill, and in y e Last 
Month, Peas, beans, Cherrys & mulberrys. Much black 
walnut, Chesnutt, Cyprus or white Cedar and mulberry are 
here. The sorts of fish in these parts are excellent and 
numerous. Sturgeon leap day and night that we can hear 
them a bow shot from y" Rivers in our beds, we have 
Roasted and pickeled them, and they eat like veal one way, 
and sturgeon y e other way. Mineral here is great store, I 
shall send some soddainly for Tryall. Vines are here in 
Abundance every where, some may be as bigg in the body 
as a mans Thigh. I have begun a Vineyard by a French- 
man of Languedock, and another of Poicteu, near Santonge, 
severall people from the Colonys are retiring hither, as Vir- 
ginia, Mary-Land, New England, Road Island, New York 
&c : I make it my business to Establish virtuous Economy 
and therefore sett twice in Councell every week with good 
success. I thank God My Reception was with all y e show of 
Kindness y° rude State of y" Country would yield; and after 
holding Two Genrll Assemblys I am not uneasy to y* 
People. They to express their Love and gratitude gave me 
an Impost that might be worth 500 lbs per an, and I returned 
it to Them with as much creditt. This is our p'sent pos- 
ture. I am Debtor to thy Kindness for Two Letters wether 
this be pay or no, but wampum against sterl : mettle, pray 
miss not to Continue to yield that Content And Liberality to 
Thy very True Friend 

"Wm Penn. 
Philadelphia 

13 th of y e 4 th Month 

called June 

1683. 

Particularly, pray give my Respect to S' W m Petty, my 
friend Hook, Wood, Lodwick and D r Bernard Though un- 
knowne whose skill is a great Complem'. 

Vale. 



